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Quotes from Gene Carlson, U n i v e r s i t y  of Montana
QUESTION': Gene, you played in a couple of the Washington S t a t e - U n i v e r s i t y  of M o n t a n a
football games, including the last game in 1951. What does that series 
bring back to Gene C a r l son's m emory?
CARLSON: Of course you have to remember, when I played football here at the
u n i v e r s i t y  we were in the Pacific Coast Conference. On a r e gular 
basis we played Oregon, Oregon State, Idaho, Washington and Washington State. 
Therefore, we were p r e t t y  m u c h  the small g u y  on the block. Most of 
the time we came out on the short end of it. However, I r e m e m b e r  when I 
was a sophomore (1950) we played Washington State here at old Dorn b l a s e r  
Stadium. It was a 14-7 ballgame (WSU won), and the p r e v i o u s  week USC 
had beat Washington State 21-20.. We gained 395 yards and t h e y  gained 
225. We were inside their 10 on four di f f e r e n t  times, and didn't c a p­
italize on our opportunities. The following year we went over to 
Washington State and t h e y  came a w a y  with a p r e t t y  d e c i s i v e  (47-10) 
victory. But, on a g i v e n  day, there isn't a n y  question that the U n i v­
ersity of M o n t a n a  can p l a y  against Washington State. Now, our r i v a l r y  
hasn't resumed for 27, 28 years, and Washington State d e f i n i t e l y  has 
improved their program, and we have d e f i n i t e l y  improved ours. However,
I think we're still in the co m p a r a t i v e  roles, in that t h e y  are a D i v­
ision I school and we are Divis i o n  1-AA, and we r e a l l y  have our work 
cut out for us.
' f  ;* •
QUESTION: We have 28 kids or so from Washington on our roster, and the past few 
years have r e c ruited a lot of pla y e r s  there. Is that one o f  the m a i n  
reasons you scheduled Washington State?
CARLSON: There are a number of r e asons for scheduling WSU. Number one, we needed
a game. We needed to p l a y  a team which would show us where we need our 
work, and Washington State will surely d o that. We have a number of 
Washi n g t o n  kids (possibly seven starters) and it is important to us 
that way. In addition, we have a iuimber of al u m s  in Spokane and in 
the Washington area. It will g ive them a c h a n c e  to see the Grizzlies, 
which t h e y  don't get a c h ance to do v e r y  often. For our M i s s o u l a  fans, 
that trip to Pullman and Moscow, Idaho was a l w a y s  an a t t r a c t i v e  one.
It giv e s  them a good o p p o r t u n i t y  to take a nice trip and see a good 
football game.
m o r e / o v e r
t
C A RLSON ADD 1-1-1
QUESTION: Washington State is picked to finish around 3-8, 4-7 by most of the
football publications, while Mon t a n a  is picked 7-3 or in that area.
Will that give the G r i zzlies a n y  advantage?
CARLSON: I don't think we have a n y  advantage going into the game. The advantage
v e r y  d e f i n i t e l y  is Washington State's. T h e y  started p r a c t i c e  a week 
earlier than us, and t h e y  p l a y  a game a week earlier than we do.
T h e y  are a Divi s i o n  I school playing at home. So, I think all the 
a d v antages are on their side. Our kids want to redeem them s e l v e s  
for the bad start we had.< (UM lost its first three games) last year.
One of our g o a l s  since the first d a y  of prac t i c e  was to improve our 
conditioning, improve our mental preperation; so that when that 
whistle blows for that first game w e ’ll be r e a d y  to play. N o w  last 
year we wern't r e a d y  to play, and this year we will be r e a d y  to play.
###
Quotes from WSU Co a c h  Jim Walden on M o n t a n a
I think we most a s s u r e d l y  have an a d v antage b e cause we've played a 
game. N ow we k now what m i s t a k e s  we made, p lus our squad u n d e r s t a n d s  
some of the things w e ’ve been trying to p r e a c h  at them. T h e y  fu l l y  
u n derstand why t h e y  should have to concentrate. So we think we 
should have better intensity this week toward the things that hurt 
us last week. We have the a d v a ntage of having played a game.
I don't think we should take a n y b o d y  lightly. We haven't won in our 
last nine starts since the A rizona State game a year ago. I don't think 
we should take a n y b o d y  lightly or feel satisfied about anything except 
trying to imrove and getting o u r s elves rea d y  to play. We're going to 
work hard this week (in practice) for Montana.
I have no idea what Mon t a n a  does. I watched a c o uple of films this 
summer and I haven't laid eyes on them since we started fall camp. 
Everything we did was geared to Arizona and trying to figure out who our 
best f“ootball p layers were. T h e y  haven't played a game so we're going in 
fair l y  stone cold. We have to base all of our pr e p e r a t i o n  on what 
they did a year ago. They were a v e r y  m u c h  improved football team a 
year ago and they have a lot of their returning lettermen back, so it's 
not going to be a pushover. Tt's going to be a ball game we're going 
to have to go out to win.
###
